
PLATE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL – Mike Sutherland (Black shirt ) v Richard Barnett (Blue shirt) 

 
Game 1. 25 years ago Mike Sutherland won the 
Plate so was this the chance for him to regain his 
title? His opponent another left hander Richard 
‘Ricki’ Barnett in his first Championship final was 
keen to make his own mark. Mike to serve and 
after early exchanges 1-1 Mike opened up a slender 
lead to go 4-1 up. Ricki was not going to be out 
done and returned by taking a couple of points 3-4. 
Both players then traded a couple of points each 
without being able to open up a gap and the game 
progressed to 7-7. Mike then took control and the 
next four points to close out the first game 11-7. 

 
Game 2.  Into the second and both 

lefthanders moved the ball and their 

opponents round the court. Mike started 

well with the first 2 points. Ricki found a 

couple of volleys to level the game at 3-3. 

Both players traded points as the game 

flipped between the two players and the 

points were exchanged evenly as the game 

moved to 6-6 Ricki made the first move and 

opened up a small lead going to 8-6. 

However, the passage of play and points 

moved back to Mike as he pushed through to 

game ball 10-9. Ricki was worked hard and 

with some patient play stretched Mike into 

the back corners and gathered the next pair of points to have a game ball 11-10. Much like the rest of the 

game momentum flipped again this time for Mike as he closed out the second game 13-11 to go 2 games up. 

Game 3.  Ricki now faced an uphill battle to stay in the game, he had been so close in the last game, he moved 

quickly to a 3-0 lead. Both players traded points as the game moved to 4-2. Ricki needed to push on and with 

momentum in his favour started collecting points, and the game with control firmly in Ricki’s grasp. Ricki 

closed out the game 11-2 and regained a foothold in the match. 

Game 4.  The opening points of the fourth game 

were shared then Mike found a second wind to 

turn the match back into his favour  moving 

efficiently through to an 8-3 lead. Then much 

like the earlier games Ricki started to chip away 

at the lead without making mistakes and putting 

Mike under pressure closing the gap on Mike by 

winning the next 6 points to go 9-8 up and on 

the brink of taking the 4th game. Mike knew he 

could not let this happen and needed to close 

out the match rather than let Ricki get level. 

Mike wrestled the 3 points he needed to close 

out the game 11-9 and the match. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mike Sutherland Won 3-1: 11-9, 13-11, 2-11, 11-9 


