
Over 35s CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL – Steve Howie (Cyan shirt) v Craig Duff (Black shirt) 

 
Game 1. Another rematch and Craig won the spin for serve 
and won the long opening rally and the 2nd point. Steve finds 
a winner with a volley boast tight and dying into the front of 
the court stretching Craig. Steve then won the next 3 points 
to go 4-2 up. Craig wrestled back the serve after a rally which 
put Steve in all four 
corners with some 
excellent pickups but 
each one stretched a 
little further until 
inevitably Craig won 
the point. This began a 
run of 6 points as Craig 
took control of the first 

game at 8-4. Steve managed a  couple of points before Craig closed out 
the first game 11-6. 
 

Game 2.  Steve was not 

going to let Craig settle 

in the first few points and mixed it up; as fortune favoured 

the brave with Steve being able to come out on top of the 

first exchanges going into a 5-1 lead. Craig responded and 

slowed Steve’s progress with a couple of points.  The next 

four points were exchanged with some strong rallying from 

both players, each getting rewards for their efforts in 

stretching and pushing the other, great squash. Steve held 

the lead at 8-5 and with a couple of points served game ball 

at 10-5.  A single point required for Steve but Craig found a 

little bit of magic and started to close the gap with 3 points to go to 8-10. Not quite enough as Steve closed 

out the 2nd game to level the match 1-1. 

Game 3.  The 3rd game started with an 

exchange of points upto 3-3. Steve then 

found 3 points to put pressure on Craig at 

6-3. Craig responded with a brace to keep 

in the game at 5-6. 7-7 all and then Steve 

pushed through to take a 9-7 lead. Craig 

dug deep and turned the tide first levelling 

and going to game ball at 10-9. Momentum 

certainly with Craig but another long rally 

turned on the flick of a wrist and the ball 

stayed up 10-10. Steve took the next two 

points to take the game and a 2-1 lead. 

Game 4.  Steve started the 3rd game with more control and confidence going swiftly through to lead 6-2. Craig 

was able to collect a couple of points but not without giving them straight back as Steve progress to a 9-4 lead 

and on the brink of another title. Craig found a second wind and took the next 3 points to go to 7-9.  The 

rallies throughout this match had been punishing and of a really high standard. The last couple of rallies were 

played in this same spirit with both players giving no ground with some stunning squash. Steve was able to 

finish both points to close out the game and the match to retain his title. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Howie Won 3-1: 6-11, 11-8, 12-10, 11-7 


